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EXHIBITIONS 
& 

C OLLECTIONS NEWS

PRESIDENT ’S  LET TER

We are thrilled to announce our collection has 
grown this year thanks to a sizable donation of 
historic objects from Van Calhoun and Susan 
Senecah of Chatham. The extraordinary 
collection spans multiple generations of the Birge 
family beginning with Hosea Birge, who 
migrated to Chatham from Connecticut in the 
late 18th century and served as one of General 
Washington’s Life Guards during the 
Revolutionary War. Mr. Calhoun is a direct 
descendant of Hosea Birge. The farmhouse that 
Birge built in 1842 still stands in Chatham, and 
CCHS has sponsored the application for a 
historical marker to commemorate Birge’s legacy. 

In addition to the historical objects, Mr. Calhoun 
and Mrs. Senecah have also generously donated a 
gift to support a part-time curator to manage and 
interpret the collection. Our deepest gratitude to 
the family for bestowing this important piece of  
Columbia County history!

Coming in 2023, the Henry & Susan Livingston 
Gallery will debut as a new exhibition space 
located on the second floor of the CCHS museum 
dedicated to displaying collections to further and 
fulfill the mission of CCHS. We are truly thankful 
for Henry and Susan’s steadfast support and we 
look forward to using the space to present the 
cultural heritage of Columbia County.

Susan Senecah & Van Calhoun

Dear Members and Friends,
It’s no exaggeration to say 2022 has proved a 
dynamic year for the Columbia County Historical 
Society. In February, we enthusiastically welcomed 
Lisa Weilbacker as our new executive director. 
Formerly our curator of collections and properties, 
Lisa’s outstanding career includes service as 
executive director of Historic Hudson and curator 
of New York City’s invaluable Park Avenue Armory 
Collections. Lisa, we are so fortunate to have you!
In late spring, in-person events resumed 
successfully after more than two years. To introduce 
Lisa to the community and mark the reopening of 
our “Federal Style” exhibition, we welcomed a great 
crowd to the James Vanderpoel House. Our annual 
First Columbians celebration migrated from June 
to September, this year dedicated to raising funds 
for essential landscape remediation needed at the 
Luykas Van Alen House. Huge thanks to honorary 
chairs Katrina and Stephen Lang and our 
hardworking event committee for making this one 
of the most successful parties in CCHS history.
As trustees, I stress here that our major job is to 
raise money to run the Society and thus
constantly support our mission of preserving, 
exploring and communicating our rich county
history. To that end, I am pleased to report that 
CCHS membership is enthusiastically growing.
Board membership has increased as well, and we 
have recently established a new Advisory
Board.
Finally, I and the trustees want to recognize our 
wonderful CCHS staff, volunteers and
members, who continued their service and support 
while our properties and exhibitions were
shuttered. Our grateful thanks for your dedication 
to CCHS.
Alexandra Anderson
President, Board of Trustees
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Two additional narrative panels 
installed in our Cultural Heritage 
of Columbia County exhibit at the 
CCHS Rural Properties. 
The exhibit is free and open to the 
public 365 days per year from dawn to 
dusk.



INTERNS AT WORK
I interned at CCHS in the summer of 
2018. CCHS taught me great curatorial 
practices with hands-on experiences, 
from collections to exhibition planning, 
and inspired me to pursue a master’s degree in 
Museum Studies at the Cooperstown Graduate 
Program. I was welcomed back to CCHS as 
Associate Curator upon graduating in 2022. I’m 
now specializing in Interaction Design, and hope 
to apply my new digital skills to build immersive 
exhibition experiences in museums.

Jessica Gavitt

Connelly Holmes
I began as an intern at CCHS in the 
summer of 2021 for my master’s in 
Library and Information Science pro-
gram. I was immediately met with a 
welcoming atmosphere that helped me

Reagan Schweppe 

Nicholas Nasser
I began interning at CCHS in 2020. 
As a senior majoring in history at UC 
Santa Cruz, CCHS has given me the 
experience and path to pursue my 
career back home in New York. 

Shannon Ragone

CCHS showed me how my education 
and experience could be applied to 
different career paths, and helped me 
figure out which of those paths I’d 
like to take. I’ve continued working

part-time for CCHS, primarily as editorial director 
for Columbia County History & Heritage magazine, 
and I’ve also been working as records manager at 
the Albany County Hall of Records.

The amazing people and availability of resources 
here has allowed me to explore a variety of roles 
throughout the past two years. I couldn’t have asked 
for a better or more interesting experience.

I interned with CCHS during the 
summer of 2022 and had an amazing 
time. Lisa Weilbacker taught me so 
much about collections management, 
historical research and everything else that goes 
into running a historical society. I’m now a senior 
at Columbia University majoring in history. I hope 
to work in a museum someday, ideally in an educa-
tional role.

grow and develop. I had incredible training in 
collection development, curatorial skills and the 
framework of a historical society museum.

It’s been a very exciting year at CCHS for many 
reasons, and we’re particularly excited about the 
new direction for the award-winning Columbia 
County History & Heritage magazine. We recently 
launched our first digital issue, a new tradition that 
will help us expand readership and establish more 
sustainable practices. It’s our hope to publish one 
digital issue each year, in addition to our annual 
print issue, so that we can share with our members 
even more content on Columbia County’s rich 
cultural heritage.
We were honored to dedicate our inaugural digital 
issue to the late Ruth Piwonka and Roderic 
Blackburn, highly esteemed historians and 
beloved friends to all who knew them. Readers will 
find a compendium of the many articles that Ruth 
and Rod contributed to History & Heritage since 
its inception, and we hope you all enjoy them as 
much as we do. And stay tuned for our upcoming 
print issue, to be released during spring 2023. A 
consistent CCHS intention during this past year 
has been to strengthen our relationships with 
all of Columbia County’s town historians, so it 
seemed only right to dedicate this upcoming issue 
to the historians. We will be inviting each of them 
to share with our readers their favorite stories or 
histories — an homage to all of the unique towns 
and villages that together make up our wonderful 
community.



  Columbia County Historical Society
Financial Overview, General Operations

Twelve months ending 12/31/21  

INCOME 
Individual Contributions                                  175,675
Corp, Gov’t, Foundations                                     24,838
Membership                                                           23,960
Lectures & Other Programs                                 14,262
Total, Revenues                                                    238,735
 
EXPENSES 
Development                                                          43,826
Education, Programs, Exhibits, Collections    101,296
Restoration & Maint. of Hist. Properties           41,876
Administrative                                                       75,356
Total, Expenses                                                    262,354

Change in Net Assets, Operations                  (23,619)

Operating Income Expenses

2022 UPDATE
FINANCIAL POSITION

The physical assets of the Columbia County 
Historical Society include its collections of 
more than 15,000 works of art and other 
historical objects and furnishings; 60 acres 
of land in Columbia County; and four 
historic properties: Luykas Van Alen House, 
Ichabod Crane Schoolhouse, James 
Vanderpoel ‘House of History’ and the 
CCHS Museum & Library building.

At year end 2021 the Historical Society’s  
current liquid assets, consisting of restricted 
and unrestricted cash funds, totaled $76,447, 
and liabilities totaled $49,235.
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VAN ALEN HOUSE EPF GR ANT 
& RESTOR ATION PROJECT

 

2022 FIRST C OLUMBIANS 

CELEBR ATION
ZO OM LECTURE SERIES

JUNE C O CKTAIL PART Y
WELC OMED NEW EXECUTIVE 

DIRECTOR LISA WEILBACKER

January 29
Challenges and Obstacles to Researching 
African American History in the Hudson Valley
Victoria Jimpson Fludd, Lisa Fludd-Smith, Peter 
H. Smith
February 19
Life Along the Hudson 
The Livingstons in Columbia County
Pieter Estersohn
March 19
19th Century Photography in Columbia County
A conversation with Photographer David Sokosh 
& CCHS Executive Director Lisa Weilbacker
April 2 & April 9
Part I & Part II ~ 
Uniquely American-The Hudson River School
Gayle Skluzacek
April 23
Gotham goes Global: 
New York City from 1825 to 1925
Gary H. Darden, Ph.D.
May 21
Spaces of Enslavement and Resistance 
in Dutch New York
Andrea Mosterman, Ph.D.

The New York State Office of Parks, Recreation and 
Historic Preservation’s Environmental Protection 
Fund grant program awarded CCHS a $75,500 
matching grant to remedy the conservation issues 
at the Van Alen site which include stabilizing the 
south wall of the house, restoring the front stoops 
and returning the front landscape to a sustainable 
environment. CCHS is actively fundraising to 
match this EPF grant in order to begin work on the 
“Moisture Mitigation and Architectural 
Stablilization Project.”



FILMING BY MUSICIANS OF 
MA’ALWYCK AT THE VAN ALEN & 

VANDERPOEL HOUSES

EASTER EGG HUNT ON THE 
VANDERPOEL L AWN

COMMUNITY ENGAGEMENT

SCHO OL TOURS ARE BACK

FARMERS MARKET

CCHS welcomed the 4th graders from Genet 
Elementary School of East Greenbush, NY. Volunteer 
docents Ann Scharoun and Bonnie Dunham 
conducted tours of the 1737 Luykas Van Alen House 
where students learned about everyday life in this 
historical 18th century Hudson Valley Dutch house 
and experienced what it was like to attend a one-room 
schoolhouse in the c. 1850 Ichabod Crane Schoolhouse. 

ANNUAL MEETING
On October 15, CCHS held their Annual 
Meeting to a gathering of members at the 
Vanderpoel House in an effort to pay tribute to the 
works of Ruth Piwonka and Roderic Blackburn. Da-
vid Smith spoke of his fond memories of his neighbor 
Rod who was known for his expertise of Hudson 
Valley Dutch culture, while Ally Anderson 
recounted Ruth’s many accomplishments as 
Kinderhook Village Historian and former 
Executive Director of CCHS. 

Also at the meeting, the Board presented the addition 
of two new Trustees, Sharon Rae and Alex Van Alen 
and the newly created Advisory Committee 
comprising Nicholas Haylett, Tim Husband, Peter 
Jung, John Knott, Bob Peduzzi, David Pickett, Brenda 
Shufelt and Lisa Fludd Smith. 

Columbia County Historical Society a 501(c)(3) 
cultural education organization founded in 1916 and 
chartered by the Board of Regents of NYS Department 
of Education to collect, preserve, interpret and present 
the history, heritage and culture of Columbia County, 
New York. In addition to a research library and 
museum with permanent collections of more than 
15,000 objects, CCHS owns and maintains the 1737 
Luykas Van Alen House, c.1820 James Vanderpoel 
‘House of History’ and c.1850 Ichabod Crane 
Schoolhouse.




